
APPENDIX B – LOCAL PROVIDER SURVEY AND COVER LETTER 
 
Local Park and Recreation Provider Questionnaire 
 
1.  Check the one type of governmental unit you represent?  
 
___ Township    ___ City     ___ Village    ___ County     ___ Regional      ___ School District 
 
2.  What is your jurisdiction’s population according to the 2000 Census? # ______ people 
 
3.  In which state planning region is your agency located? _____ # 
 
4.  Please rate your level of support for these initiatives from the 2003-2007 State 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan considering your agency’s interests. Please check 
your level of support or opposition to each using the table below.   
 
Outdoor Recreation Initiatives Strongly 

Support Support Oppose Oppose 
Moderately Neutral Moderately Strongly 

Conserve, protect and restore 
Michigan natural resources in public 

 

outdoor recreation venues.   

    

Expand and develop the system
land and water based trails in 
Michigan 

 of      

Provide appropriate access to
all citizens to enjoy Michigan outdoo

 enable 
r 

recreation, including those who are 

     

disabled. 
Improve community based outdoor      
recreation in Michigan.  
Improve the Michigan state forest 

 system.  
     

recreation
Improve the Michigan state park      
system 
Improve cooperation among local, 
state and federal government and 
the private sector in the provision of 
outdoor recreation and sharing of 
comparable information. 

     

 
4. What other initiatives would you suggest for the 2008-2012 Michigan SCORP? 

______________________________________________________________________   

the 2 03-2007 S ORP, please describe s 
in support of those initiatives. Check if your agency was active in supporting a particular 

riefly describe your agency’s actions. For example, for trails, you may note 
the development of a rail-trail or the on-going maintenance of one during the period.  

______________________________________________________________________    

______________________________________________________________________   

5. Considering the initiatives in 

initiative and then b

0 C  your agency’s action

 



2003-2007 SCORP Initiatives My Agency Took Action to 
Support Initiative during the 
period 2003-2007 

If Yes, Briefly Highlight/Describe Your 
Agency’s Actions in Support of the Initiative 

Conserve, protect and restore 
Mich s in 
publi r recreation 
venues.   

 
 
___Yes         ___No 

 
igan natural resource
c outdoo

Expa
system of land and water 
base

___Yes         ___No 
 nd and develop the 

d trails in Michigan 

 

Provide appropriate access to 
enab
Michigan outdoor recreation, 
inclu

 

 
         ___No 

 
le all citizens to enjoy 

ding the disabled 

 

___Yes
Improve community based 
outd
Michigan.  

 
___Yes         ___No 

 
oor recreation in 

Improve the Michigan state 
fores

  
t recreation system.  ___Yes         ___No 

Impr
park

ove the Michigan state   
 system ___Yes         ___No 

Impr
local
gove
secto
outd
shar

ove cooperation among 
, state and federal 

 
 

 

rnment and the private  
r in the provision of 

oor recreation and 
ing of  information 

 
___Yes         ___No 

 
6. What are the two most significant barriers to greater citizen outdoor recreation participation, 

specially in your parks, in order of significance?  

 1st____________ ____

 2nd _____________________________________________________________

e
 

_____________________ _________________________ 



7. For 2008-2012, please describe your agency’s capital funding needs. This includes rating 
the importance of each project category. Use a rating scale of 1 (unimportant) – 5 (highly 
important). For those categories with no known capital improvement need in the next 5 years, 
leave blank for estimated costs in the appropriate categories. These results are only reported in 
the aggregate (e.g. all townships, all counties, etc.), are confidential with the MSU researchers 
and will not influence any grant request, including one where your priorities change. 

creation Importance rating for capital imp. 
2008-2012 (1=unimportant to 5 
highly important) 

Estimated land 
acquisition costs 
2008-2012 

Estimated facility 
development costs 
2008-2012 

 
Category of Outdoor Re
Capital Project 

Open space, land conservation Rating  
               

$ $ 
             #_____  

Universal access to outdoor Rating  
             #_____ 

$ $ 
recreation 
Access to G. Lakes, lakes or 
rivers 

Rating $ $ 
             #_____ 

Outdoor ball fields/courts 
             #_____ 

$ $ Rating 

Picnic areas Rating 
             #_____ 

$ $ 
 
Campgrounds Rating 

             #_____ 
$ $ 

Shooting range or hunting 
opportunity              #_____ 

$ $ Rating 

Land based trails 
 

Rating 
             #_____ 

$ $ 

Playgrounds Rating 
             #_____ 

$ $ 

Other outdoor capital projects Rating 
             #_____ 

$ $ 
(________________) 
Total Outdoor Rec.  Capital
Needs 

                       
                 NA 

$ $ 

 
8. Considering the ca
plan to meet using the fo
leave blank. Total s

 

pital needs noted for Question 7, what proportion of these needs do you 
wing sources? If a source is not expected to provide any money, 

hould qual 100 percent and may have a percentage of unmet needs/no 
source known.  

Capital funding source % capital need met 

llo
 e

Park/recreation/open spa                        % ce millage 
Local government general fund dollars                        % 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund                        % 
Land and Water Conservation Fund                        % 
State/federal transportation grants                        % 
Private foundation/conservancy grants                        % 
Parks/recreation/trail/other friends group(s)                        % 
Corporate donations/grants                         % 
Individual donations                         % 
Other                        % 
(_____________________________________________________) 
Unmet needs/No source known or contemplated                        % 
Total                   100%  



The following set of questions is designed to better understand the recent past, current and 
likely near future operations funding situation of local outdoor recreation providers. Please
characterize your agency’s situation over the current fiscal year, the past 5 years and the 
coming 5 years.  
  
9. What is your fiscal year? Beginning of  ________(month) to end of  ______(month

 

) 

 describe the fund s bud
Operations Funding 

Recreation  

% F
ope
fun
(0%

 proportion of this so
increasing, decreasing or 

 past 5 years? 

 do you
proportion of this source to be 
over the next 5 years? 

10. What is your park and recreation 

11. Please

operations budget for FY 2007?   $______________ 

ing sources for that operation
Y 2007 Is the

get below.  
urce What

Sources for Parks and rations 
ding similar over the
=blank) 

 expect the 

User fees (entrance,  
___

c.   __Similar    __Dec. __Inc.  __Similar  __Dec 
activity, etc.) _% 

__In

Local millage for parks, 
  

 
___

c.   __Similar    __Dec __Inc.  __Similar  __Dec 
recreation, open space _% 

__In

Local general fund dollars  
___

c.   __Similar    __Dec __Inc.  __Similar  __Dec 
 _% 

__In

Private gifts, grants, 
-kind labor 

 
___

c.   __Similar    __Dec __Inc.  __Similar  __Dec 
donations, in _% 

__In

Other  
___

c.   __Similar    __Dec __Inc.  __Similar  __Dec 
(list_________________) _% 

__In

Total  100              NA                    NA %        
 
12. From 2003-2007, taking into account inflation, has your operations budget:    

__ Increased   ilar  __ Decreased 

g in ion, which is most li y for your operations 

ar  __ Decrease 

4. In terms of employees for your agency, please complete the following chart. 
T  

__ Stayed Sim

13. For 2008-2012, takin to account inflat kel
budget:      

__ Increase   
 
__ Stay Simil

1
ype of Position FY 2007  Check trend 2003 to 2007 Check expected trend 2008 to

2012 
P
 ____ #FTEs __More   __Same  __Less  __More   __Same  __Less 

ermanent employees    

Temporary employees 
 

 
__#Positions 

 
__More   __Same  __Less 

 
_ Less _More   __Same  __

 

C Check trend 2003 to 2007  trend 2008 
to 2012 

15. In terms of parks and parkland acres for your agency, please complet
ategory FY 2007  

e the following chart.  
Check expected

Pa
 ____#parks 

 
__More   __Same  __Less  __More   __Same  __Less 

rks   

Pa
ac
 

 
__More   __Same  __Less e  __Less 

rkland 
reage 

 
__________# acres 

 
__More   __Sam

 
Please add any other comments/suggestions for the 2008-2012 SCORP. Thanks! 



Local Provider Cover Letter (on MSU Stationary) 
 

ministrator: 
 

igan updates its state comprehensive outdoor re he plan 
provides direction for the acquisition and development of outdoor recreation opportunities and 

akes Michigan eligible to apply for federal Land and Water Conservation Fund grants, 
und local units of government such as countie

 
an Department of Na (DNR) 
ating in a mail survey rnment 

park and recreation providers that have a current or recent comprehensive community outdoor 
tion plan on file with the DNR. Its purpose is to understand the situation, priorities and 

opinions of these providers, who are currently or have recently been eligible for federal Land 

 file 
r opinions are important and will help accurately represent the collective 

ws of local unit park and recreation providers. Please take the 10-15 minutes needed to 

 
fidential and your 

ill not b d w
imum owa e not 

wer any particu tion, you will not suffer any penalty.   
 

estions r concerns a nta  
en Steger at (517) 432-0297 or me by e
ions erns ab rch 

s h.D., M  Dire e 
t i on is: p : (51

ular ma lds Ha ity, E

incerely, 

 
 

Enc

July 1, 2007 
 
 

Dear Park and Recreation Ad

Every five years Mich creation plan. T

also m
part of which have typically helped f
townships providing parks.   

s, cities and 

As part of updating the 2003-07 plan, the Michig
and Michigan State University (MSU) are cooper

tural Resources 
 of all local gove

recrea

and Water Conservation Fund and state Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grants.  
 
Your agency is one of the 754 providers with a current or recent outdoor recreation plan on
with the DNR. You
vie
complete the survey and then mail it to me in the postage paid envelope. 
 
Your participation is voluntary and you indicate your agreement to participate in this study by
completing the questionnaire and mailing it back. Your responses will be con
name or agency w
protected to the max
or not ans

e connecte
 extent all

lar ques

ith the results of this research
ble by law.  If you choos

. Your privacy will be 
to participate, to withdraw 

If you have any qu
or my assis

 o bout this survey, please co ct me at (517) 432-0272
tant Krist

case you have quest
-mail at nelsonc@carrs.

out your rights as a resea
msu.edu. In 

participant, please feel  or conc
nko, Pfree to contact Peter Va

Protections. His contac
ile ichigan State University's

hone (517) 355-2180; fax
ctor of Human Resourc
7) 432-4503; email: nformati

l: 202 Oirb@msu.edu; reg
1047.  

i ll, Michigan State Univers ast Lansing, MI 48824-

 
Thanks for your help.   
 
S
 

Chuck Nelson, Associate Professor 
losures
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